'IN   COMMON   PRACTICE'

would probably have never studied medicine and
would not have come back to India had it not been
for three child wives ; none of them over 14 who
died during one night in the station I was at the
time. I was powerless to help. That was 30 years
ago, but only a few months ago a girl of 13 or
14 came to me to be repaired for vesico vaginal
fistula (a laceration of the private parts). She
was like an innocent child and found it hard to
understand what had happened to her.'

Dr. Macphail, for whom we all entertain a high
regard, a lady who^has spent 50 years in the ser-
vice of Indian womanhood, tells the same tale. She
writes: '. . . I have attended six young girls who
were about twelve years old, certainly not yet
thirteen and have attended many who were in their
fourteenth or fifteenth year. Almost invariably
these labours were abnormally long and difficult
and the inevitable suffering was greatly increased
by terror. In one case the young mother went in-
sane during labour from terror and pain, and it
was many months before she recovered from the
nervous shock and strain and was able to take her
place in the family. When they do survive this
ordeal, the salvation of these young mothers lies
in the fact that the babies are usually very
small... .*

'It is cruelty to young girls from every point
of view to have even the betrothal marriage at so
early an age, but it is infinitely worse to allow the
consummation to take place while she is still a
child, especially if the husband is not a boy a few
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